December 13 2017

AFNORTH International School
Ferd. Bolstraat 1
6445 EE Brunssum
031 (0)45 527 8201/8391
Canada@afnorth-is.com

Guidance Corner
Dear Parents

As 2017 comes to a close, I would like to thank the AIS students, parents and staff for
the many ways that you contribute to the spirit and vibrancy of our school community.
Whether it be your participation and cheerleading for sports teams, signing up for the
Geography Bee or the upcoming Improv games (see flyer page 6) , recommending new
clubs, volunteering at the Christmas Fayre or assisting one another with homework and
assignments, we are grateful.

At this time, I would like to extend warm holiday wishes to all of you. Enjoy the welldeserved break and see you in the New Year!

All the best,
Ms Lunney
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AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
Attention to all middle school students that have signed up for the after school clubs, beginning after the fall break. The sessions are listed below.
Floor Hockey– Wednesdays
Improv/Drama– Thursdays
Christmas crafts– Thursdays
There will be no clubs on Wednesday, December 13, as it is an early dismissal day. The
last day of clubs will be Wednesday, December 20.

Please remind your child to sign up for the after activity bus BEFORE 14:00 every time. If they are not signed
up for the bus (and other arrangements have not been
made) , they will not be allowed to participate in the
activity.
ATTENDANCE POLICY:
We request you notify our offices by email or telephone by 9:00. Absences will be excused
after receipt of the parent's email or phone call. Please use only the following email to
report absences: Canadian-attendance@afnorth-is.com.
When a Middle school/High school student will be absent for 3 consecutive days or more,
the parent must complete and sign a Preplanned Absence Form at least a week before the
absence. This form can be downloaded from the web site or picked up from the office.
The student will collect homework assignments from all of his/her teachers and the principal's approval / signature. The student/parent will provide the office with a copy of the

STUDENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO LEAVE THE SCHOOL
WITHOUT AN EMAIL OR PHONE CALL FROM PARENTS
AHEAD OF THE EVENT!
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IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION:
ATTENDANCE: canadian-attendance@afnorth-is.com or +31 (0)45 527 8201
GENERAL OFFICE MS/HS: jolaine.thibodeau@afnorth-is.com or +31 (0)45 527 8201
GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR: maria.lunney@afnorth-is.com or +31 (0)45 527 8201
NURSE’S OFFICE: +31 (0)45 527 8377
BUS OFFICE: +31 (0)45 527 8228 OR JOHN.BURGERS@EU.DODEA.EDU
CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR CAFETERIA RELATED QUESTIONS AND ISSUES

DATES TO REMEMBER
Early dismissal @ 14:00

13 December

Early dismissal @ 12:25

22 December

Christmas break

25 Dec—5 Jan

No school for Middle and High school students

19 January

Early dismissal

9 February

Carnival break

12-16 February

Early dismissal

23 March

Easter break

26 March—6 April
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Washing your hands correctly (or using an alcohol-based hand rub) is the most effective
thing you can do to protect yourself against a number of infectious diseases, such as influenza (the "flu") and the common cold. Not only will it help keep you healthy, it will
help prevent the spread of infectious diseases to others.
Even if your hands appear to be clean, they may carry germs. Hands pick up microorganisms (germs) in a number of ways.
When people who are sick sneeze or cough, the germs that are making them sick are
expelled into the air in tiny droplets. If these droplets get onto your hands, and then
you touch your mouth, eyes or nose without washing away the germs, you carry the infection. You can also get sick if you don't wash your hands before and after preparing
food, after handling raw meat, and after using the toilet.
Washing your hands not only prevents you from getting sick, but it also reduces the risk
of infecting others. If you don't wash your hands properly before coming into contact
with others, you can infect them with the germs on your hands. Other people can also
get sick from the germs unwashed hands leave on shared objects like doorknobs, keyboards, and other equipment in the home or workplace.
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Weekend Fun
Looking for a weekend family
outing? Take advantage of the
Christmas markets and events
around Germany, Netherlands
and Belgium. I have attached
in the email the information on
the timings and locations.

School: An everyday thing
Make sure your child knows you expect
them to attend school every day, even if
she’s “too tired” or “needs a break”. Review
the school attendance policy together and
discuss acceptable reasons to be absent
(illness, family events). All information can
be found on the website.
Tip: Point out that even missing one day
can lead to lots of make-up work-that
might make it less appealing to miss class
time.

Worth quoting
“The important thing is not to
stop questioning” Albert Einstein
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Dear Parents,
On behalf of all of us in the Canadian
section, I would like to wish you a
wonderful holiday season with all the
joys that family and friends can
bring. Best wishes for a happy new
year. We’re looking forward to
working with you again in 2018.

8

