
Dear Parents, 
We started the week with assemblies focusing upon International 

Day of Peace. The children explored the different definitions of 

peace ...internal and external. They discussed how they might contribute 

each day to ensuring fairness and  respect for each other and for the envi-

ronment. Thank you to Sienna, Neo Chloe and Luka who brought me lovely 

posters and poems which they created following our discussions.  

Year 1 delighted us with their performance of a Harvest Dance at our first 

“in person” Early Years Assembly since March 2020  Not only did they look 

fantastic in their grass skirt creations they demonstrated great rhythm 

both in body movements and playing instruments. 

 

  

 

Slowly but surely life is starting 

to return to normal and the Board 

of Governors’ announcement this 

week has created many more opportunities for us to mix both within the British 

Section and across international classes. This is fantastic news and we look for-

ward to gradually expanding our horizons beyond our classrooms.  Starting next 

week Year 2 and Year 5-6 will be eating in the cafeteria. Year 4 will join them the following week. We 

expect Year 3 to be eating in the cafeteria week beginning Oct 11. 

What a wonderful end to the week when I joined the Reception Tea Party. The 

guest of honour was the tiger from their featured story book “The Tiger Who 

Came To Tea”. We even sampled their delicious home made crisps made from  

potatoes grown in their garden.  

 A huge thank you to our PTO who provided delicious breakfast treats for staff 

on Wednesday...Your thoughtfulness was much appreciated. 
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DATES TO NOTE 

September 

30 Orange Shirt Day 

Wear something orange if 
possible.  

October 

8   Terry Fox Run 

18-22  School Holiday 

27-29  1230 Dismissals 

       Parent Conferences 

We can play 

with other 

classes! 

We can play 

outside 

without 

masks! 

We are going to be eating 

in the cafeteria! again! 



 

Attendance 

Parents are required to notify the school of absences or late arrivals and ensure current contact   
information is on file at their child’s school at all times. 

Planned Absences: Parents are required to complete a “Request for Leave” form and return this to 
the British Office for approval by the Headteacher. 

Unplanned Absences: (e.g. illness) Parents are asked to notify the school before 9:30 on the day of 
the absence. 

Late Arrivals should report to the British Office before going to class. 

Early Departure Parents are required to sign out their child at the British Office if they are being 
collected need to leave before 15:30 

In the event that the child does not have a planned absence from school  and is reported by the 
classroom teacher to be absent, the British Office will contact the parent by 10 AM to report the 
child’s absence. If the school is unable to contact the parent they will begin contacting all the names 
on the contact list. 

By following the above steps we can work together for the safety of your child. 
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School Improvement  
 

Each year we focus on a different 
area of the curriculum to improve 
and develop the way we teach.  This 
year our focus is on reading.  

Reading has always been good at 
AFNORTH and we want the children 
to continue this trend.  Our aim is 
for the children to read fluently 
and accurately with a deep level of 
understanding.   

There is strong evidence             
that links reading for               
pleasure with educational                     
outcomes. Encouraging our               
children to read for pleasure      
and enjoying books is one of          
our key priorities.  

This week classes across the  
school have been decorating       
their doors with displays of      
their Spotlight Author. 



Dear Parents,  

Research shows that children being asked to answer questions and talk about their 

reading has a huge impact on their progress. 

Teachers will be sending question stem cards home along with reading books in order 

to give you some ideas of possible questions to ask when enjoying reading time with 

your child. Two questions maximum per session will be enough.  

The questions come under the name of VIPERS, and these stand 

for the different types of questions linked to reading that we can 

ask.  

The VIPERS stand for: 

V - Vocabulary  

I - Inference (deeper reading of the text, making connections, using 

clues from the text and our general knowledge, reading 'behind' the 

text) 

P - Prediction (What might happen next and why) 

E - Explain (Give reasons 'because', making connections and reason-

ing) 

R - Retrieve - find the information quite easily 

S - Sequence - Order of events 

 

Reading question cards might look like this:   

Please do use them when enjoying precious reading time with your child.  

Two questions each reading sessions will be enough.  

We hope these are of help and ignite some wonderful discussions about reading between you and 

your child.  

Kind regards, 

Miss Robertson 

English Subject Lead 



We have had another busy 

week in Sunbeams and EDC! 

This week we have been    

focusing on developing our 

fine motor skills by taking 

part in different activities like 

threading pipe cleaners through the colanders and we have been using 

the special scissors in the sand to pick up the buried 

treasure. 

We made our own scented 

playdough so and we have 

been learning to flatten 

and roll our playdough out 

using both rolling pins and 

our hands. 

We have also been 

doing lots of maths work, counting and 

matching the correct amount of objects to a 

number. 

Sunbeams 



We are very excited about our new class name! It is Judith 

Kerr class. We have been finding out all about her. We can 

name some of the books she wrote. A favourite is The Tiger 

Who Came To Tea. We also found out that she made books 

at her house and that when she was a girl, she had to run 

away from Germany to come to England. We are all hoping 

that the tiger will come to our class tea! We have written him 

an invitation. 

In other news - our Proud Cloud display, 

where parents tell us about the good 

things their child has been doing at 

home, is almost full. 

Reception 



Year 1 have continued learning 

the story of the gingerbread man.  

We have created a story 

map in our classroom to 

walk along and re-tell 

the story. We have used 

puppets for retelling 

too. The children have 

enjoyed using the 

masks and acting in 

character. We have 

learnt actions to help us 

as we follow our story 

map and are becoming 

confident at retelling the story to 

others.  

Year 1  



Year 2 have had a great week.  

We started the week off with our assembly   
performance of our harvest dance!    
Everybody came together and they 
looked great in their grass skirts. 

 
This week we have been looking at nouns 

and adjectives, when labelling our   
grandmas; linking the work to the grand-

ma in ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. 

 
Year 2 had a wonderful time in the forest during 
our treasure hunt. They followed clues, which 

was lots of reading and writing made fun! 

Year 2  



Year 3 
Another week has flown by in Year Three.  

We have continued work in literacy based 

around the Rang-Tan story, but this week 

we've been innovating the text and writing 

the stories of different endangered animals. 

Ask your child to tell you which animal they 

chose, maybe after our work in Geography 

they could even tell you which rainforest the animal comes from!  

In maths we're progressing further with 

addition and subtraction but this week we 

refreshed our knowledge of odd and even 

numbers hence the picture of some very 

'odd' children! Please keep reinforcing 

those number bonds, they're improving by 

the day.  

We enjoyed Forest School on Wednesday 

and took time to play hide and seek with 

an international flavour! There was cer-

tainly more to our games than those you'd play on an English playground.  

Thank you again for the time you're taking to comment in your child's reading 

diary and remembering to send reading folders in each day - the children are 

all loving the additional DEAR time.  



Year 4 

During our daily 'warm-

ups' in Maths this week, 

we have been working to 

improve our mental    

calculations with addition 

and subtraction.   

We focused on instant  

recall of number bonds 

to 100 and explored  

different strategies for 

working out answers 'in 

our head'.  We enjoyed 

playing a variety of 

games and are getting 

faster with our answers.   

We'll keep practising 

little and often - that's 

the key to success! 



Year 5/6 

 

Year 5-6 discussed        

inspiring leadership and 

then prepared manifestos 

to share to be voted as our 

class School Council      

representatives. Voting has 

taken place and winners 

will be announced shortly.  

In our drive to boost reading and vocabu-

lary, Year 5/6 have been starting their 

maths sessions with a mini short-burst piece of reading news items 

which tell stories involving maths in context.  

Here we can be seen using dictionaries when reading about an amaz-

ing dog who walked thousands of miles to find his owner. We dis-

cussed the meaning of 'wonder' in this context and then answered 

questions such as how many kilometers he walked to find his owner 

and how many years he lived (his life-span). 

We then completed our 'Flashback' questions in record time before 

moving onto team problem solving and discussion 

with addition. We soon noted that we need to        

remember to include any 'exchanges'.  

Great work Year 5/6! 





Autumn Term 

August 16 School Opens 

September 8 STAFF DAY-NO SCHOOL for Children 

September 15 1400 Dismissal 

October 15 1400 Dismissal 

October 18 to October 22 SCHOOL CLOSED 

October 25 School Opens 

October 27-29 1230 Dismissals (Parent Conferences) 

November 3 1400 Dismissal 

November 24 STAFF DAY NO SCHOOL for Children 

December 20-31 SCHOOL CLOSED 

Spring Term 

January 3 STAFF DAY NO SCHOOL for Children 

January 4 School Open 

January 26 1400 Dismissal 

February 28 –March 4 SCHOOL CLOSED 

March 7 School Opens 

March 16 1400 Dismissal 

April11-22 SCHOOL CLOSED 

Summer Term 

April 25 Back to School 

April 27 SCHOOL CLOSED 

May 11 1400 Dismissal 

May 26 STAFF DAY NO SCHOOL for Children 

June 6 SCHOOL CLOSED 

June 17 LAST DAY 1230 Dismissal 



Looking for suggestions for 

your child’s lunchbox… 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-

lunchboxes  

LUNCH 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes


LABEL LABEL LABEL 
 
Please assist us in preventing items being lost or 

misplaced by labelling your child’s belongings e.g. 

items of clothing, footwear, bags, packed lunch 

boxes/containers.  Please also impress on your 

child that they should take responsibility for 

their own items.   

NO NUTS 

We have a number of children with a nut 

allergy and we therefore ask for no nuts 

or products containing nuts to be 

brought into the school. Thank you for 

your cooperation.  

END OF THE DAY CHANGES 

If you are making changes to your child’s routine e.g. Parent 
Pick Up rather than the bus we request that these changes 

are sent via email to: 

TO: british.office@afnorth-is.com 

CC: class teacher 

CC: firstname.lastname@afnorth-is.com (teacher) 

REMINDERS 

PE SHOES (Y2-Y6) 

Please ensure your child has a separate 

pair of shoes for PE/Gym lessons with 

Coach Guest. Shoes should have non-

marking soles. 

WATER BOTTLES 

Children are encouraged to bring a filled 

water bottle to school every day and to 

keep hydrated during lessons.  The children 

have access to chilled water fountains to 

top up their bottles.  Children should take their bot-

tle home each night to be washed.  permitted.  Cans 

and bottles of carbonated drinks, including energy 

drinks, are not permitted in school. 

PERSONAL ITEMS 

At this time children should NOT be 

bringing anything to school other 

than essential items or requested by 

the teacher to support their learning. 

Please ensure unnecessary items do 

not slip into bags e.g. toys, pokemon 

cards. 

BIRTHDAYS 

Under the current restrictions 

we are unable to hand out cakes 

or other treats for children’s 

birthdays.  


