
Dear Parents,  

We had a lovely start to the week with some of 

our friends sharing their accomplishments from 

the Lego Challenge at the weekend. Great team 

work boys! Oscar shared his award from Scouts 

where he raced his car made from a wood block. 

We were all very impressed with his car and he 

gave an excellent explanation as to how it 

worked. He even went to Year 1 the next day to 

share his   expertise with them as they designed 

their  explorer’s vehicles. 

Our assembly focussed upon “Forgiveness” not 

holding a grudge, moving forward and building 

stronger friendships. 

The week ended with another proud pupil bring-

ing in her Zwem Certificate along with her swim-

ming medal she earned in Stavanger. It really is 

incredible the experiences our young children have already had in 

their lives! 

We had the pleasure of welcoming General Pullen to AFNORTH School 

on Thursday. The children very much enjoyed meeting him and sharing 

their learning and experiences of our special school with him. We hope 

he will have more opportunities to visit us during his time in Brunssum. 

Excitement is really building for the musical. There will be a sneak 

peak on Friday afternoon and then we can see the full show that even-

ing or attend the matinee on Saturday.  

Please do come along and support everyone who has worked hard over 

the past few months. Tickets are purchased at the door.  

Have a lovely weekend 

Is your family due to leave Afnorth at the end of the school 

year? If so, please notify us via   british.office@afnorth-
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Maria, Justine, Frantisek, Adele, Mariateresa, Oscar, Yakup, Lilla, 

Kaan, Alena, Viki, Archie, Lexi 

DATES TO NOTE 

March 

24-25 Junie B Jones Musical 

27-31 Music Spirit Week 

Mozart Monday 

Dress like a Classical Musician, Performer, 

or Opera Singer 

Blues Day Tuesday  

Wear Blue 

Wednesday - Rock Star  

Dress Like a Rock Star!! 

Thursday - HipHop Day  

(Bright Colors, Rap, Backwards hat) 

Friday - Favorite Musical Group, Song, 

Artist 

28  Year 4-6 Waxworks 

31 Sunbeams to Year 2 Easter   

 Singalong 

April 

3-15 SCHOOL CLOSED 

24  RAF STEM Team working with 

 Year 5 

25  Culture Day 

May 

8 BRITISH SECTION  CLOSED 

 King Charles III Coronation 

8-12     Year 6 Assessment Week 



https://forms.gle/no3o4sNRUJRLrsBn7 



Lise.gauvreau@afnorth-is.com 

Can you help? 

CULTURE DAY 



Thank you to our Governor, Onur Yetkin, for once again giving our   

children this wonderful opportunity to demonstrate their creativity. 

Sponsored by the Turkish Delegation  

CLOSING DATE 
 19 APRIL 2023 



Well Done Luca! 

Our latest        

Rhinestone Reader. 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 31st March, 

Sunbeams, Reception, Year 1 
and 2 will join with the US and 
CDN classes for an Easter 
Singalong where we hope the 
Easter Bunny will make an        
appearance! 

We encourage all the children 
to wear their special Easter 
Bonnet which they can create at 
home. 

Sunbeams/Reception parents 
are invited to a “Stay and Make” 
session during that week where 
the children can create their 



Our Lost & Found is overflowing!  Please take a few minutes to review 

the below video of our Lost & Found with your child.  Point out any-

thing that you know belongs to them and remind them to pick up the 

items from the cafeteria (hint: put a reminder note in their lunch box). 

  

All unclaimed items in good condition will be donated and the rest 

will be disposed of.  

  

Thank you! 
  

Lost and found video:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=iIUAgb4hI3A  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIUAgb4hI3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIUAgb4hI3A


Hello parents, pupils, staff and friends of AFNORTH, 
  
Having recently taken over from Group Captain Matt Roberts as the Chair of your 
School Governors’  Committee (SGC) I would like to take the opportunity in the brilliant 
AFNORTH British Section Newsletter to say a few words by way of introduction.  
 
I have been part of the SGC for 18 months and have supported you as the Secretary 
and the Finance  Member. Gp Capt Matt, as the previous Chair, has worked tirelessly 
to get the SGC back to a ‘normal’  footing after the COVID pandemic - getting gover-
nors back into the school, helping to reinvigorate the sports programme, supporting 
teachers by getting more governors into the team and also overhauling a lot of the 
foundation documents that enable us to help every pupil. I hope to build on this and 
continue to encourage the SGC Team members to be critical friends to the school, supporting where we 
best can whilst also offering constructive feedback to the things we see in the classrooms and hear from you 
as parents.  
 
In order to make sure that we, as an SGC, can support the school as much as possible we are always     
interested to hear from our community and welcome new members to the team. Whatever skillset or back-
ground you have we have plenty of areas where we can use your support that will make things even better.  
 
Equally, there is also a lively Parent Teacher Organisation (PTO) in place in the Primary Sections. Having 
supported the PTO for some of the Senior School activities I can heartedly recommend it! I really want to get 
more British Section parents involved. I will keep you updated on the progress we are making but please 
feel free to contact the School Office, me or any of the other Governors should you wish to get involved. 
  
On a final note – we are here to help make the school all it can be. We don’t get involved in the day-to-day 
running of the school: that is very much the job of the Leadership Team but we as governors are the Head’s 
Critical Friend and will help by: supporting the direction, vision, values, and objectives for the school; ensur-
ing accountability; and providing financial probity. The bottom line is that we will always ask the question 
“What difference will this make to the pupils in the School?” I will visit the school as much as a I can 
and I hope to get to meet many of you whilst I remain in this privileged position. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
Michael Roberts 
SGC Chair 
Michael.roberts@jfcbs.nato.int 

Governor’s Corner 

 

School Governance Committee 

(Mike Roberts, Paul Hooker, Shona Johnston, Onur Yetkin, Astrid Aunli, Verity Duncan, Colleen Brown, 
Iain Church-Taylor, Emma Ruddock, Jenny Brown, Pam Robertson, Peter Brown) 

 

Lead Governor 
 

Safeguarding   Dr Shona Johnston 

Finance   Sqn Ldr Colleen Brown 

Quality of Education Iain Church-Taylor 

Early Years   Verity Duncan 

Learning Support  Astrid Aunli 

Community Liaison  Emma Ruddock 

 

If you would like to make contact with someone from the committee, please email                    
British.SGC@afnorth-is.com 

mailto:Michael.roberts@jfcbs.nato.int
mailto:British.SGC@afnorth-is.com


General Pullen’s Visit 

March 2023 





When our Super Sunbeams visited the forest this week they discovered 2 new base camps had been set 
up and Denzel the Dragon had left them a note! The children had to think of an animal name that started 
with the same initial sound or letter as their name. We now have horses, kangaroos, alligators, jaguars, 
elephants and octopus and many more animals joining us or our sessions. The children thought of actions 
and sounds to resemble their chosen animal. 

 
We love to zoom things as fast as we can around our class, so...on Monday morning we found some zip 
lines had appeared to extend our interest even further. We had to work hard to get the baskets onto the 
lines using hooks and carabiners which were tricky to manipulate. It was lots of fun so everyone wanted to 
be involved, this meant we had to work hard to share, take turns and talk to one another. 

Sunbeams 



Reception Class loves to learn outdoors whatever the weather! This week they have      
developed interests in using the large cardboard boxes to make cars, houses and castles. 
The shop has been busy too, with baby supplies on many shopping lists. In the sand, the 
children have used water to explore making waterfalls, rivers and ponds and devising 
ways to keep the water from disappearing. They also dug a very deep hole nearly to    
Australia and found rocks and mud! 

Reception 



Year One had had lots of fun designing and making an explorers vehicle. It 

had to have wheels so we experimented with different shapes to find the right 

one. They even learn that the wheels are connected to an axle to turn so their 

vehicles have proper wheels! 

 

In maths we have been learning about making equal groups to add to gather - 

the beginnings of addition. Our knowledge of counting in groups of 2 5 and 10 

has been very helpful here. In art the children have continued with their topic 

of winter trees and been using wire and clay to sculpt their very own tree!  

  

Year 1 



We’ve been very busy in Year 2 this week with our science experiment of growing super 
greens!  
 
We are using the skill of observation to watch each stage of the process. We are learning lots 
of new scientific words such as germination. Mrs Eaton Bell will water them over the weekend 
for us and by Monday we hope that they have leaves and the plant is fully grown!  

Year 2 



It has been wonderful to meet with everyone this week.  In class we have all been working hard at learning 
more about volcanoes.  We have been thinking about where they are located on different plates like the 
Pacific Plate and how they may change the landscape around them.  Using Google maps we have been 
able to pinpoint them and notice how the land around them may have been changed.  The children have 
discussed reasons for and against living near a volcano, they have been impressing me be telling me 
some reasons can fit into both categories.  We are working on money in maths thinking about both Euros 
and Pounds, it is great if they can help you make change or use real money in the shops.  Sometimes we 
forget how much we just use our phones or cards nowadays.  In literacy we are busy writing story diaries 
about our adventure going into the jungle and encountering different plants and animals.   

Year 3 



A Day of Discovery! 
 
Year 4/5 certainly enjoyed their recent visit to the Discovery Museum in Kerkrade.  There was so much to 
explore and the 'hands-on activities' gave the opportunity to learn about lots of different science concepts 
in a fun and interesting way. In the Solar Buggy workshop, the children had to use their creative, critical 
thinking and collaborative skills to create a successful bug that could use solar power to walk down a 
hill.  It became quite competitive when the race began!  What a great day of learning with our friends! 

Year 4-5 



Thank you to those parents who came in to meet with me for our parent     
consultations. As always, it was such a pleasure - and useful for me.  
 
Year 5/6 have completed their narrative stories with the purpose to entertain. 
Please enjoy reading some of our published final copies. We are very proud of 
these and we hope you enjoy them!  
 
We enjoyed a lesson from Mrs Indrė Kabašinskė about growing nutritious and 
delicious microgreens. Thank you to Mrs Kabašinskė. This was such an inter-
esting an thought-provoking session. We were amazed at how delicious the 
taster sprouts were, and are looking forward to taking our own grown plates 
home to share with our families.  

Year 5-6 



Linked to the book “Have You Filled a Bucket Today?” by Carol 
McCloud our Bucket Filler Award recognises positive behaviours 
e.g. kindness, respect, responsibility, resilience as well as hard work 
and achievement. 

Everyone carries an invisible bucket that holds our good thoughts 
and feelings. When our buckets are full, we feel happy and when 
our buckets are empty, we feel sad. 

Our actions and words can either fill a bucket or dip into it. We 
fill buckets when we do and say things that are kind, considerate, 
caring, and respectful. But if we are inconsiderate or disrespect-
ful, we dip into buckets and remove those good feelings.  

Click here for the story. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TS7SyJN__s


LUNCH 

Looking for suggestions for 

your child’s lunchbox… 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-

lunchboxes  

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes


Are you are interested in being a... 

 

Supply Classroom Assistant /Lunchtime Supervisor 

Supply Teacher 

(only open to dependants of British Military/Civilian Personnel) 

  

School Volunteer 

(all parents) 

 

For more information please contact Jenny Brown at    
jenny.brown@modschools.org 

 





Autumn Term 

August 15 School Opens 

September 7 STAFF DAY-NO SCHOOL for Children 

September 14 1400 Dismissal 

October 17 to October 21 SCHOOL CLOSED 

October 24 School Opens 

October 26 1400 Dismissal 

November 2-4 1230 Dismissals (Parent Conferences) 

November 23 STAFF DAY NO SCHOOL for Children 

December 23-January 9 SCHOOL CLOSED 

Spring Term 

January 9 School Opens 

January 25 1400 Dismissal 

February 20-February 24 SCHOOL CLOSED 

February 27 School Opens 

March 15 1400 Dismissal 

April3-14 SCHOOL CLOSED 

Summer Term 

April 17 School Opens 

April 27 SCHOOL CLOSED 

May 17 1400 Dismissal 

May 18 STAFF DAY NO SCHOOL for Children 

May 29 SCHOOL CLOSED 

June 16 LAST DAY 1230 Dismissal 

 

 



LABEL LABEL LABEL 
 
Please assist us in preventing items being lost or 

misplaced by labelling your child’s belongings e.g. 

items of clothing, footwear, bags, packed 

lunch boxes/containers.  Please also impress 

on your child that they 

should take responsibility for 

their own items.   

NO NUTS 

We have a number of children with 

a nut allergy and we therefore ask for 

no nuts or products containing nuts to 

be brought into the school. Thank you 

for your cooperation.  

END OF THE DAY CHANGES 

If you are making changes to your child’s routine e.g. Parent 
Pick Up rather than the bus we request that these changes 

are sent via email to: 

TO: british.office@afnorth-is.com 

CC: class teacher 

CC: firstname.lastname@afnorth-is.com (teacher) 

These changes should be made before 1000 

REMINDERS 

PE SHOES (Y2-Y6) 

Please ensure your child has a separate 

pair of shoes for PE/Gym lessons with 

Coach Guest. Shoes should 

have non-marking soles. 

WATER BOTTLES 

Children are encouraged to bring a filled 

water bottle to school every day and to 

keep hydrated during lessons.  The children 

have access to chilled water fountains to 

top up their bottles.  Children should take their bot-

tle home each night to be washed.  permitted.  Cans 

and bottles of carbonated drinks, including energy 

drinks, are not permitted in school. 

PERSONAL ITEMS 

Children should NOT be bringing any-

thing to school other than essential 

items or requested by the teacher to 

support their learning. Please ensure 

unnecessary items do not slip into 

bags e.g. toys, pokemon cards. 

Reception –Year6  

School Day 0900-1530 

Drop off from 0845.   

Please note there is no supervision 
prior to this time. 

Pick Up at Main Gate 

Year 1 1525  Year 2-6 1530 

Sunbeams  

Session 0900-1200 

Drop off from 0855  Pick up at 1200 

Location for Drop Off and Pick Up is at the Flagpoles.  

During periods of inclement weather please wait inside the 
main entrance (in the well area under the stairs or when this 
area is in use please wait outside the British Office). Staff 
will collect/deliver the children to you. There is no need to 

sign in 

EDC Pick Up 1500 or 1525-Children will be brought to the 
gate.  

Times and locations are related to supervision and to avoid       
congestion outside of Sunbeams.  

                                               Thank you for your co-operation 

Parent Drop Off and Pick Up Times 


